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Rabbi	  Sherre	  Hirsch	  Named	  American	  Jewish	  University’s	  Chief	  Innovation	  Officer	  
	  

Nationally	  acclaimed	  Jewish	  scholar	  and	  innovator	  will	  develop	  new	  initiatives	  to	  meet	  the	  
needs	  of	  the	  rapidly	  evolving	  Jewish	  community.	  	  

	  
LOS	  ANGELES—Today,	  American	  Jewish	  University	  (AJU)	  announced	  the	  appointment	  of	  Rabbi	  
Sherre	  Hirsch	  as	  its	  new	  Chief	  Innovation	  Officer.	  	  
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Rabbi	  Hirsch	  made	  headlines	  as	  the	  first	  female	  rabbi	  at	  Sinai	  Temple,	  the	  largest	  Conservative	  
congregation	  on	  the	  west	  coast.	  In	  her	  most	  recent	  role	  as	  Senior	  Rabbinic	  Scholar	  at	  Hillel	  
International,	  Rabbi	  Hirsch	  created	  and	  developed	  Hillelwell,	  an	  initiative	  for	  Hillels	  worldwide	  
to	  become	  the	  recognized	  address	  for	  preventative	  mental	  health.	  A	  thought	  leader	  on	  
spirituality	  and	  religion,	  Rabbi	  Hirsch	  has	  appeared	  on	  the	  Today	  Show,	  ABC	  News,	  Extra,	  and	  
PBS,	  among	  other	  outlets,	  and	  has	  been	  a	  contributor	  to	  Time.com,	  Oprah	  Magazine,	  the	  
Jewish	  Journal,	  the	  Hollywood	  Journal,	  and	  more.	  She	  is	  the	  author	  of	  “Thresholds,	  How	  to	  Live	  
Fearlessly	  and	  Regret	  Free”	  (featured	  in	  “Hot	  Type”	  in	  Vanity	  Fair),	  and	  “We	  Plan,	  God	  Laughs,	  
What	  to	  do	  When	  Life	  Hits	  You	  Over	  the	  Head”	  (recognized	  on	  Amazon’s	  Top	  100	  List).	  	  	  
	  
About	  AJU:	  	  
American	  Jewish	  University	  is	  a	  thriving	  center	  of	  Jewish	  resources	  and	  talent	  built	  upon	  the	  
core	  values	  of	  Jewish	  Learning,	  Culture,	  Ethics,	  Leadership	  and	  Peoplehood.	  In	  2007,	  the	  
University	  of	  Judaism	  acquired	  the	  Brandeis-‐Bardin	  Institute,	  creating	  a	  landmark	  entity,	  from	  
then	  on	  known	  as	  American	  Jewish	  University.	  This	  new	  organization	  now	  boasts	  two	  
campuses,	  a	  single	  vision	  and	  a	  shared	  future.	  For	  more	  information,	  please	  visit	  www.aju.edu.	  	  	  	  
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