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T'SHA B'AV
The Man of Lonesome Sorrow
Torah Reading: Deuteronomy 1:1 – 3:22  

Haftarah Reading: Isaiah 1:1 -27 

He awoke from the nightmare with a scream, as he did every night for almost forty years. His heart was
racing, his body drenched in sweat, the taste of ashes upon his tongue. His mind was reeling with vivid
images of fiery destruction. His ears were filled with shrieking and wailing. He saw the streets of Jerusalem
running with rivulets of blood, the Holy Temple ground into the earth, the lifeless bodies of the priests
scattered about the Temple Mount, their vestments torn and desecrated.   
 
The dreams began after Jeremiah's seventeenth birthday. At first, they were benign, filled with inspiring
words:

 
Before I created you in the womb, I selected you;  
Before you were born, I consecrated you.   
I appointed you a prophet over the nations.   
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I replied, Ah, Lord God! I don't know how to speak, I am still a boy.  
  
And the Lord said to me: Do not say, "I am still a boy," 
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